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Godlessness in the Last Days - 2 Timothy 3:1-9 
 
Topics:   
Ambition, Culture, Desires, Disobedience, Ego, Evil, Faith, 
God, Greed, Last Days, Learning, Morality, Parents, Pleasure, 
Power, Pride, Self-centeredness, Sin, Society, Truth, World 
 
Open It Questions 
A. What adjectives would you use to describe the world in 
 which we live today?  
             
             
              
 
B. What goals drive the people with whom you work and live?  
             
             
              
 
Explore It Questions 
1. What did Paul call to our attention? (3:1)  
             
             
              
 
2. What will people be like in the last days? (3:2) 
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3. What will people in the last days lack? (3:3)  
             
             
              
 
4. What will people in the last days love instead of God? (3:4)  
             
             
              
 
5. What kind of "godliness" will people have in the last days? 
 (3:5)  
             
             
              
 
6. What should we do with the kind of people Paul described? 
 (3:5)  
             
             
              
 
7. How do godless people exploit others? (3:6)  
             
             
              
 
8. What controls the kind of godless people Paul described? 
 (3:6)  
             
             
              

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+3%3A3
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+3%3A4
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+3%3A5
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+3%3A5
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+3%3A6
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+3%3A6
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9. What are godless people always doing? (3:7)  
             
             
              
 
10. Why do certain people oppose the truth? (3:8)  
             
             
              
 
11. To what historical figures were these godless people 
 compared? (3:8)  
             
             
              
 
12. Why will godless people not get very far? (3:9)  
             
             
              
 
Get It Questions 
13. Why do you think we are or are not living in the last days?  
             
             
              
 
14. Why are there people like the ones Paul described?  
             
             
              

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+3%3A7
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+3%3A8
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+3%3A8
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+3%3A9
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15. Why is it so tempting to be a lover of pleasure rather than a 
 lover of God?  
             
             
              
 
16. How can someone have a form of godliness yet deny its 
 power?  
             
             
              
 
17. What relationship should we have with people who flaunt 
 their ungodly behavior?  
             
             
              
 
18. In what way does our society encourage people to let 
 themselves be controlled by evil desires?  
             
             
              
 
19. In what way is the folly of ungodly people clear and 
 apparent to everyone?  
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20. What do you think it means that godless people have 
 depraved minds?  
             
             
              
 
Apply It Questions 
21. From what ungodly person or group do you need to 
 encourage other believers to disassociate themselves?  
             
             
              
 
22. What specific sinful attitude or behavior will you ask God 
 to help you overcome this week?  
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Open It Questions



OPEN IT QUESTIONS

A. What adjectives would you use to 
describe the world in which we live 
today? 



OPEN IT QUESTIONS

B. What goals drive the people with 
whom you work and live? 



Introduction



INTRODUCTION

Paul’s suffering left him with few illusions about his 
future; he would die before Christ returned. As has 
already been pointed out, this letter has the recurring 
tone of someone setting his personal matters in order. 
Paul began this chapter with remarks about 
degenerating conditions in society. 



INTRODUCTION

Both Paul and Timothy had witnessed how bad “the last 
days” would become. Paul listed a whole catalog of 
attitudes and behaviors typical of “last days” people. 
This list also described the false teachers in Ephesus. 
Paul characterized them as belonging to the perennial 
[constant] crop of “opposition” leaders who create a 
following for themselves. Timothy was to resist their 
methods and their underlying purposes.



Scripture
2 Timothy 3:1-9 

(AMPC)



SCRIPTURE (2 Timothy 3:1-3 AMPC)

1But understand this, that in the last days will come (set in) perilous times 
of great stress and trouble [hard to deal with and hard to bear].
2 For people will be lovers of self and [utterly] self-centered, lovers of 
money and aroused by an inordinate [greedy] desire for wealth, 
proud and arrogant and contemptuous boasters. They will be abusive 
(blasphemous, scoffing), disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy 
and profane. 3 [They will be] without natural [human] affection (callous 
and inhuman), relentless (admitting of no truce or appeasement); [they will 
be] slanderers (false accusers, troublemakers), intemperate and loose in 
morals and conduct, uncontrolled and fierce, haters of good. 



SCRIPTURE (2 Timothy 3:4-6 AMPC)

4 [They will be] treacherous [betrayers], rash, [and] inflated with self-
conceit. [They will be] lovers of sensual pleasures and vain amusements 
more than and rather than lovers of God. 5 For [although] they hold a 
form of piety (true religion), they deny and reject and are strangers to the 
power of it [their conduct belies the genuineness of their profession]. 
Avoid [all] such people [turn away from them]. 6 For among them are 
those who worm their way into homes and captivate silly and weak-
natured and spiritually dwarfed women, loaded down with [the burden of 
their] sins [and easily] swayed and led away by various evil desires and
seductive impulses.



SCRIPTURE (2 Timothy 3:7-9 AMPC)

7 [These weak women will listen to anybody who will teach them]; they 
are forever inquiring and getting information but are never able to 
arrive at a recognition and knowledge of the Truth. 8 Now just as 
Jannes and Jambres were hostile to and resisted Moses, so these men 
also are hostile to and oppose the Truth. They have depraved and
distorted minds and are reprobate and counterfeit and to be rejected as 
far as the faith is concerned. 9 But they will not get very far, for their 
rash folly will become obvious to everybody, as was that of those 
[magicians mentioned].



Explore It Questions



EXPLORE IT QUESTIONS

1. What did Paul call to our attention? (3:1) 

1But understand this, that in the last days 
will come (set in) perilous times of great 
stress and trouble [hard to deal with and 
hard to bear].

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+3%3A1


EXPLORE IT QUESTIONS

2. What will people be like in the last days? 
(3:2)

2 For people will be lovers of self and [utterly] 
self-centered, lovers of money and aroused by an 
inordinate [greedy] desire for wealth, proud and
arrogant and contemptuous boasters. They will be 
abusive (blasphemous, scoffing), disobedient to 
parents, ungrateful, unholy and profane.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+3%3A2


EXPLORE IT QUESTIONS

3. What will people in the last days lack? (3:3) 

3 [They will be] without natural [human] 
affection (callous and inhuman), relentless 
(admitting of no truce or appeasement); 
[they will be] slanderers (false accusers, 
troublemakers), intemperate and loose in 
morals and conduct, uncontrolled and
fierce, haters of good.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+3%3A3


EXPLORE IT QUESTIONS

4. What will people in the last days love instead 
of God? (3:4) 

4 [They will be] treacherous [betrayers], rash, 
[and] inflated with self-conceit. [They will be] 
lovers of sensual pleasures and vain 
amusements more than and rather than lovers 
of God.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+3%3A4


EXPLORE IT QUESTIONS

5. What kind of "godliness" will people have in 
the last days? (3:5) 

5 For [although] they hold a form of piety 
(true religion), they deny and reject and are 
strangers to the power of it [their conduct 
belies the genuineness of their profession]. 
Avoid [all] such people [turn away from 
them].

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+3%3A5


EXPLORE IT QUESTIONS

5 For [although] they hold a form of piety (true 
religion), they deny and reject and are strangers 
to the power of it [their conduct belies the 
genuineness of their profession]. Avoid [all] 
such people [turn away from them].

6. What should we do with the kind of people 
Paul described? (3:5) 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+3%3A5


EXPLORE IT QUESTIONS

7. How do godless people exploit others? 
(3:6) 

6 For among them are those who worm their 
way into homes and captivate silly and weak-
natured and spiritually dwarfed women, loaded 
down with [the burden of their] sins [and 
easily] swayed and led away by various evil 
desires and seductive impulses.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+3%3A6


EXPLORE IT QUESTIONS

6 For among them are those who worm their 
way into homes and captivate silly and weak-
natured and spiritually dwarfed women, loaded 
down with [the burden of their] sins [and 
easily] swayed and led away by various evil 
desires and seductive impulses.

8. What controls the kind of godless people 
Paul described? (3:6) 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+3%3A6


EXPLORE IT QUESTIONS

9. What are godless people always doing? 
(3:7) 

7 [These weak women will listen to anybody 
who will teach them]; they are forever 
inquiring and getting information but are 
never able to arrive at a recognition and
knowledge of the Truth.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+3%3A7


EXPLORE IT QUESTIONS

10. Why do certain people oppose the 
truth? (3:8) 

8 Now just as Jannes and Jambres were hostile 
to and resisted Moses, so these men also are 
hostile to and oppose the Truth. They have 
depraved and distorted minds and are reprobate 
and counterfeit and to be rejected as far as the 
faith is concerned.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+3%3A8


EXPLORE IT QUESTIONS

8 Now just as Jannes and Jambres were hostile 
to and resisted Moses, so these men also are 
hostile to and oppose the Truth. They have 
depraved and distorted minds and are reprobate 
and counterfeit and to be rejected as far as the 
faith is concerned.

11. To what historical figures were these 
godless people compared? (3:8) 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+3%3A8


EXPLORE IT QUESTIONS

12. Why will godless people not get very far? 
(3:9) 

9 But they will not get very far, for their rash 
folly will become obvious to everybody, as 
was that of those [magicians mentioned].

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+3%3A9


Get It Questions
#13 to #20

Apply It Questions
#21 to #22



New Hope Missionary Baptist Church of 
Southfield, Michigan

NEXT WEEK’S LESSON



PRAYER
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